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Looking at the varied possible intersections between medical 

sciences and literature, this special journal issue explores the theme 

of medical humanities. Medical humanities is a fertile ground where 

the modern studia humanitatis meets the medieval medicus which 

means both “healing” and “magic” at the same time. Over the past few years, 

medical humanities has not only emerged as a genre but also a method in itself: a 

method of doing literature and a method of doing medicine, in a theory-praxis 

double bind. Since the publication of Susan Sontag’s seminal text Illness as Metaphor 

(1978), the field is growing in myriad ways to reclaim the (post)human side of 

medicine and also understand the gradual medicalization of literary studies: be it in 

the works of Rita Charon, Arthur W. Frank, Joanna Bourke, Elaine Scarry, Anne 

Hunsaker Hawkins, Roy Porter, Sander Gilman, and many others.   

The post-Covid world has suddenly encountered a rampant medicalization of 

society, politics, culture, history and economics. From an already medicalized 

present, we are now moving towards a more medicalized future. The world is now 

floating in the stream of pathological signifiers. This sudden global and yet 
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quotidian collapse of the boundaries between logical and pathological seems to mark 

the spirit-of-the-age.  

Among other things, medical humanities as a practice tries to find the 

marginalized voices, through illness narratives and care narratives, in the 

metanarrative of techno-capitalism of modern medicine. It seeks to find and 

foreground the voice of the sufferer and the voice of the immediate caregiver amidst 

quite dehumanizing jargon of medical bulletin. It seeks to decipher the subdued 

metalanguage of illness in the modernity of health. The lived-experiences are given 

as much importance as existing episteme. The economy of health runs on ability, 

productivity, quantity, speed, flow, spatial and temporal management, visibility and 

reproduction. Illness by being outside of it, resists and subverts the hegemony of 

health. Illness is the other side of modernity.  

Medical humanities is in continuous dialogue with modernity and the 

modern. It also generates a dialogue between literary studies and medicine and 

while doing so, it is not only transforming the two disciplines but also itself. It is 

now that non-essential third term: a “medical humanities” which has moved beyond 

word spacing (medical humanities), a conjunction (medical and humanities), and a 

hyphen (medical-humanities).  

In her interrogation of female immunology, Sindhura Dutta takes into 

consideration two dystopian narratives: Alderman’s The Power and Butler's Parable of 

the Sower and looks at how sickness in these two works becomes counter discursive 

to the patriarchal misogynistic medical science. Doughlas C. Macteod’s article 

attempts a textual analysis of Todd Haynes’s 1995 film Safe and draws a parallel 

between the unknown illness of the protagonist and climate change. Bina Nir deals 

with the representation of epidemics and pandemics in Biblical narratives and helps 

us in understanding our own experiences during Covid-19 pandemic. Looking at the 

intersections between crip and epistemology, Christina Lee’s article calls for an 
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inclusive research and pedagogy in humanities in general and medical humanities in 

particular. Satyam Kumar’s article looks at Thomas Hardy’s novels and the cultural 

representation of marriage, sexuality, pregnancy, contraception, and the overaching 

question of women’s health in Victorian society. Surabhi Jha’s article attempts a 

different reading of holocaust narrative, Anne Isaacs’ novel Torn Thread (2000), and 

focuses on hygiene, health, menstrual cycle, nutrition, and other health issues of the 

female prisoners during the Holocaust. In her understanding of memory, loss of 

memory and the self, Gurpreet Kaur Saini analyses Lisa Genova’s novel Still Alice 

(2007) in the light of Alzheimer’s disease. Aniket Roy and Rebanta Gupta take a look 

at Pedro Almodovar’s Pain and Glory (2019) and try to understand cinema as 

pharmakon, the Socratic paradox between medicine and poison. Quentin Stuckey’s 

article explores the representations of depression and anxiety, as a consequence of 

the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic lockdown, in Bo Burnham’s 2021 musical comedy 

special Inside. The concluding article by Aditi Das Khan closely examines the process 

of committing, caring and mourning for companion animals in memoirs like Suniti 

Namjoshi’s Suki, Naomi Barton’s “Death Dignity and Dogs”, and other ancillary 

writings. 

 

 

 

 


